
This week is Teacher Appreciation Week! We are blessed to have some awesome educators in 

our congregation. Thank you to those who teach in school classrooms and in our church. You are 

amazing and loved! 

 

 

Teacher Appreciation 

 

"Therefore, anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others 

accordingly will be called the least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches 

these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven."     Matthew 5:19 

 

 

Think of your favorite teacher. We all have one - at least one.  

 

When I think of those that touched me most as a student and those I consider the cream of the 

crop, not just their words but their actions are brought to mind. Yes, of course, the content and 

knowledge they passed on to me was essential; but more than that the passion with which they 

delivered their message and how they "walked the talk" impressed me the most.  

 

Annually, there are educators that reach the ultimate distinction of being named Teacher of the 

Year and those generally embody the best and most effective teaching practices - probably just 

like that favorite teacher of yours.  

 

Looking closely at the essential characteristics of awesome teachers, you can clearly see how 

Jesus, the greatest teacher of all, set the example first.  

 

Great teachers ... 

 

 *Demonstrate Strong Communication Skills. Jesus drew crowds everywhere he went as he was 

teaching and preaching. He also worked one on one with those who were suffering and needed 

extra attention. Good communicators engage us with their speaking but also through their ability 

to attentively listen too. 

 

 *Focus on Collaboration. Jesus brought together a group of twelve disciples to build a strong 

team and support system. We all need those close confidants and supporters who help us work 

toward our goals. The group can accomplish so much more than one individual and it ensures 

that the work continues once we are gone. 

 

 *Share Best Practices. As a teacher, Jesus was constantly showing his disciples and others the 

best way to navigate this life. How to love others as ourselves. How to use our individual talents. 

The importance of the little children. Jesus didn't keep his knowledge and skills to himself. He 

openly shared all that was important, good, and true.  

 

 *Value Real World Learning. Jesus delivered much of his instruction through parables, stories 

that common people could relate to and understand. He knew the power of connecting the ideals 

of his teachings to real life circumstances.  



 

The idea of having a national teacher appreciation day originated in 1953 when a teacher reached 

out to Eleanor Roosevelt to present it to Congress. In 1980 (27 years later), an official National 

Teacher Appreciation Day was designated when the National Education Association along with 

Kansas and Indiana state boards of education lobbied for it.  

 

In 1984, the National Parent Teacher Association (PTA) pushed for a week in May to be set 

aside to not only honor teachers but to show them they have a lasting impression on students' 

lives. That is what great teachers do - make a lasting impression, permanently change us for 

good.  

 

I hope you will take time this week to reach out to a teacher who impacted or continues to impact 

your life - Sunday School teachers count too! Remind him or her what a difference their 

dedication to the profession made for you. Also, pause to reflect on the teachings of Jesus and 

the influence He has in your daily walk. 

 

I believe the best way to honor those who make a difference in our lives is through the way we 

live and to pass on the same teachings to others.  

 

Let's honor all of those great teachers beginning with the One who gave us the example first - 

Jesus. 

 

Dear Lord, 

 

Thank you for those awesome educators you place in classrooms in our community and around 

the world. I lift them up to you today and pray that your teachings are reflected through their 

teacher voices as they influence and care for our children. I thank you most of all for sending 

your son, Jesus, as the best teacher ever. May we learn from all of the lessons He shared and 

strive to model our lives from the example He set here on Earth. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 


