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A Note from Pastor David 
Dear First Friends, 

I have heard from many people that they will be delighted when the year 2020 is finally over, 

as they look for 2021 to be experienced as a much better year.  Our hope is that during 2021 

COVID will fade into the far distance and cease dominating our lives.  Our hope is that we can 

resume a full church life and home life again.  Our hope is that our health will be better than it 

was during 2020. Our hope is that we can be around each other and up close to each other 

without the masks.   

But we are still in 2020 and COVID is still dumping its evil matter into our lives.  It has 

managed to force us to shut down our facilities just in time to mess up our Advent and 

Christmas celebrations.  The season has already started and our sanctuary is not showing off 

the sights and colors of Christmas. We will be unable to worship together in-person, at least for 

some of this special season.  

We will forge ahead, however, through the use of our ZOOM technology, and be thankful for 

that.  Just imagine what it would be like if that amazing technology didn’t exist.  We would 

literally not have seen each other or talked with each other for most of 2020. So, we can 

worship “together”, if not in person. We will also be adding Christmas decorations in the 

sanctuary from Sunday to Sunday, to help us better celebrate the season. 

Another unfortunate victim of COVID is something else quite valuable to us—our fellowship 

together.   We Calhoun Presbyterians love socializing together and eating meals together.  We 

miss our times in the gathering room.  We will miss our annual Christmas party. We can 

overcome a certain degree of that loss by staying in touch with each other through emails, 

texts, and phone calls.  Some of us more technologically gifted members can actually stay in 

touch more in person with ZOOM.  Let us keep it up with each other. 

We will just plan to “make the best of” this predicament in which we find ourselves; but we will 

do so remembering that our Christian faith can transform something that has the potential of 

being something less-than-desirable into something that bristles with goodness.  That means 

that making the best of this situation, for us as Christians, can prove to be a boatload of God’s 

richest blessings.   

In the meantime, I think God will be okay with us hoping that in connection with all the 

travails of 2020 that “this too shall pass!”  And, sooner than later. 

That is one of the reasons why we break time up into different size units—seconds, minutes, 

hours, days, weeks, months.  As we near the end of one unit of time (in this instance, a year) we 

can move with hope as we move toward the beginning of another clean slate of time to work 

with, hoping that our experience of life will be more to our liking.  

As always, I am privileged to be your pastor and friend.   

May God bless you with the richest of Advent and Christmas blessings!  Pastor David     
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December Birthdays: 

  4 – Randy Parker 
  4 – Gay Yeager 
  5 – Tammy Foley 
  9 – John Driscoll 
13 – Trisha Nebel 
18 – Sarah Dodson 
21 – Cody Carver 
21 – Shawn Keeter 
25 – Jesus Christ! 
 

 

 

 
 

December Anniversaries: 
 

5 – Bill & Dreama Giles (1957) 
12 – Robert & Samantha Mitchell (2015) 

16 – Vern & Pat Grinnell (1961) 
22 – Tony & Anne Judah (1984) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Adult Sunday School – Retha Haddock 

Adult Bible Study – Lamar Harrison 

Buildings & Grounds – Jim Clark & Ken Greeson 

Christian Education – Trisha Nebel 

Lydia Circle – Megan Little 

Men of the Church – Jim Clark 

Membership Team – Megan Little 

Missions Team – Doug Marvel 

Personnel Team – Ed Donn 

Sanctuary Choir Director – Khim Nalzaro 

Stewardship & Finance – Lamar Harrison 

Worship – Sharla Smith 

Ushers – Jim Clark 

Warriors of Christ Sunday School – Judy Greeson 

Water Walkers Sunday School – Tammy Foley 

Women of the Church – Fran Johnson 

Voluntary Action Center – Jim & Joan Clark 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday of the Month 
 

We observe the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion and collect our Missions 

Offering on the first Sunday of the 

Month.  

 



   

 
 

MEN OF THE CHURCH 
 

The MOC have chosen four mission projects 

to help at the present time. We are donating 

$800 to the church's benevolent fund, $300 

to the Gordon Central Co-op project, $600 to 

Orphan Aid Liberia, and $250 to Love the 

children in Haiti. 

We now have food vouchers for needy people 

who can go to Food City to get a meal. The 

voucher is for one meal and a drink. 

We will not be having our annual Yankee 

Trader Christmas party due to COVID. 

We want to thank everyone who has helped 

MOC with fundraisers this year. 

We have local honey for sale. It makes a great 

Christmas present!  Please contact Fran in the 

office or call Jim Clark at (770) 608-5554. 

Quarts are $14 each and pints are $8 each.      

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 
 

 

Due to COVID-19 we would like to know if 

you plan on attending the Christmas Eve 

service in person.  We would also like to 

know if you will have additional guests. We 

want to seat families together.  Please let us 

know if you will attend the only in-person 

service December 24th at 7 pm and any 

guests that will attend with your family. 

Thank you for your consideration of others. 

Of course, this depends on our response to 

the current COVID-19 increase our area. 
 

 
 

Hope this finds everyone well.  This is just 

a reminder that we will NOT be serving at 

VAC until further notice.  Food donations 

are being accepted for the food pantry.  

They are serving dinner every Tuesday and 

Thursday. 

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

 

We wish you peace, love, goodwill and all 
the other blessings of Christmas! 
 
Merry Christmas from the Christian 
Education Team – Retha, Tami and Trisha 
 
 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP TEAM 
 

We encourage everyone to join in the 
Advent and Christmas Eve services as 
much as possible. Zoom will be offered for 
all services! 
 
Meeting ID: 992 627 9286 
Passcode: 267914 

 



  

 

LYDIA CIRCLE 
 

VIRTUAL TOUR OF HOMES 

 

As Christmas approaches, let’s plan to share 

our traditions together!  The annual Tour of 

Homes (via ZOOM) will take place on three 

consecutive Friday nights in December (the 

4th, the 11th, and the 18th @7:00).  Please join 

us for lots of fun and fellowship! 

 

Meeting ID: 992 627 9286 
Passcode: 267914 
 

*  *  *  *  * 

 
A NOTE OF THANKS 

Dear First Presbyterian flock, 

Thank you all so much for keeping my 
mother, Sarah Dodson, in your hearts and 
prayers over the past several months.  She is 
"tickled" each time she receives a card or a 
phone call from a church member. 

Additionally, she absolutely loved the fruit 
basket that was delivered prior to 
Thanksgiving. She was not able to tell me who 
or which group sent the basket, but she was 
able to tell me it was from the church. Tony 
and I appreciate all that each of you have 
done for Mom (and for us, too). 

Love, 
Anne (Judah) 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Lamar’s Tuesday morning Bible Study is 

now meeting each week via ZOOM until 

further notice.  Pastor David is filling in for 

Lamar at this time.  Lamar plans to be back 

leading the group after the first of the year. 

 

Meeting ID: 992 627 9286 
Passcode: 267914   
 
 

 

 

 



 

“Press”byterian Newsletter 

articles are due the week of 
 

            Sunday, December 27!! 
 

Please submit articles to  

Debbie Baue 

by email if possible. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 

Helping Hands for December 

Liturgists: 

Dec 6 – Gay Little 

Dec 13 - Ed Donn 

Dec 20 – Bobby Smith 

Dec 27 – June Antony 
 

Deacons of the Week: 

Week of Nov 29 – Ronald Jackson 

Week of Dec 6 – Jo Beth Briner 

Week of Dec 13 – Retha Haddock 

Week of Dec 20 – Debbie Butler 

Week of Dec 27 – Jim & Joan Clark 
 

 

The weekly sermons are uploaded to 

the church’s website! 

 

http://www.Calhounfpc.org/ 

 

In addition, recordings of the entire worship 

services are available on CD each week for 

your use.  Please contact the church office if 

you would like one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR OUR 
CHURCH FAMILY 

• Lamar Harrison – Recovering from 
surgery; waiting for test results 

• Ken & Judy Greeson – Both tested 
positive for COVID 
 

OTHER PRAYER REQUESTS 

• Willene Jackson (Martha Ann Haley’s 
friend) – Stage 4 pancreatic cancer; on 
Hospice 

• Phillip Brookshire (Shirley Marvel’s 
friend) – He is diabetic and had to 
have part of his leg removed. 

• Hannah Almon (Nancy McPhearson’s 
friend) – Brain cancer; on Hospice 

• Sal (Nancy McPhearson’s friend) – 
Recent lung transplant 

• Family of Celita Nalzaro (Khim’s 
mother) – Passed away in the 
Philippines 

• Kathy Greeson (friend of Janet Yeckes) 
– Recently hospitalized; fell and 
fractured her arm & shoulder; also 
recently diagnosed with diabetes 

• President Trump, our leaders and our 
country! 

• Healthcare workers fighting the 
pandemic! 
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