
Follow that Star! 

  

“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi[a] from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the 
one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose 
and have come to worship him …  After they had heard the king, they 
went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of 
them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw 
the star, they were overjoyed.” 
Matthew 2:1-2 and 9-10 
  
  
After Christmas, I like to leave my house decorated into the New Year. My husband is 
usually anxious to get it all cleaned up, but I always try to stretch it out a little more 
each year. I tell him I’m waiting for the wise men. (Truthfully, I enjoy the lights on the 
tree, the time of reflection, and the focus on all that is good, calm, and peaceful.)  
  
Going into this New Year, I have been reflecting on the wise men and their journey. I 
even tried to research how long it took them to find Jesus and how far they traveled. 
Since the recorded information is a bit vague there are many varying views. Some 
say it took them a couple of weeks or no more than two months. Some say they 
traveled 400 miles while others say 700 or 900. One person even tried to apply some 
additional logic saying that if the wise men only traveled at night which is when they 
would see the star then it would take them two and a half years for the journey. 
Wow. Lots of speculation but no real answers.  
  
I don’t really need the answers. The meaning isn’t in the length of the journey or the 
time devoted to seeking. The meaning is the journey. It is the act of seeking.  
  
The wise men set out on a journey with an unknown destination. Focused on a star. 
They were devoted to following the star. Following it through the desert – no matter 
where it took them – so they could find their King.  
  
We each are a bit like the wise men. Out on a journey. Destination unknown. 
Following what we believe. 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23171a


What we believe often appears most clear at Christmas. The world stops – or at least 
pauses – in various ways. The birth is acknowledged. But what happens, when the 
tree is gone, and the decorations are packed away? 
  
Much like the wise men – we must follow that star!  
  
The wise men weren’t there for the birth. Their arrival was after the fanfare. But they 
maintained their focus. They stayed true to the cause – even across the desert.  
  
As we face the dawning of a New Year, let’s make a commitment to follow the star. 
Each day. Even through those desert days when we are fatigued and weary. 
  
You might be thinking, “What star?” 
  
You decide. What will keep you focused? What will keep you headed in the right 
direction toward meeting your King? 
  
Is it more time spent in prayer? Is it becoming more active in church? Is it reading 
your Bible more? Is it devoting yourself to service?  
  
Before the Christmas lights are gone, while all is calm and all is bright, reflect on the 
past and leave It in the past. Set your sights on the future and the promise of each 
new day.  
 
Find your star. 
  
Spend the New Year following that star and you, too, will be overjoyed! 
 
 


