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A Note from Pastor David 

Hello First Friends, 

We have had a couple of new “re-openings” within the church recently that deserve our prayer 

support.  The Hispanic group has started up their services again. They will be practicing the 

same sanitation and health protocols that we do in connection with our services. 

Also, our scouts have started up again and will be practicing the same protocols as we do. They 

are a weakened group.  As small a group as they have been, they lost a couple of families to 

issues that are unrelated to scouting. Moreover, they missed their one big time this year to add 

on new families. The scout organization handles that function in connection with the opening 

of schools. The pandemic prevented that from happening this year. Let’s keep them in our 

prayers, that Christ will find other ways to strengthen their numbers. 

You receive this newsletter two days before my surgery. Yes, it is finally here, the final step of 

my healing from my cancer. The surgery will take place at Vanderbilt University Hospital in 

Nashville, Tennessee. In our preoperative visits and appointments, we have been strongly 

impressed by everything and everybody in that system. Vanderbilt is one of the absolute best 

places to have this surgery.  My surgeon, Dr. Amy Luckenbaugh, is a “high volume surgeon in 

the area of urological malignancies”, which makes her a perfect fit for my situation. The 

surgery will last from five to seven hours. I will be in the hospital for a minimum of five days 

and up to ten days.  

I want to take yet another opportunity to thank you all for your thoughts, cards, emails, phone 

calls, and prayers.  They all mean a lot as we have gone through some challenging times and 

now face another step in my healing.  We have found, as many of you have, that CFPC is a great 

church to be sick in! 

We will make our way to Vanderbilt this coming Wednesday with a calming and sustaining 

sense of our Lord being with us and a keen anticipation of His blessings. We expect that this 

surgery and hospital stay will be another step in our journey of faith and we will prepare 

ourselves to find great spiritual meaning in what happens. I will be taking with me the 

beautiful “prayer blanket” made by Nancy McPhearson and prayed over by some of our 

members.  We will plan to be blessed by the healing people and environment of that great 

hospital, and we will plan to be blessings to all who serve us.  

This surgery is the last step of my journey toward being cancer free. It’s been a long journey for 

us all.  It’s been a tough journey.  I never will forget how my urologist put it while explaining 

the sudden downturn in my cancer condition. He pointed toward the test results that informed 

him that I was suddenly in trouble and declared “This is bad, really bad!”   I thought surely, he 

must be over-reacting.  He wasn’t. 

But, in God providence, it should soon be over and I’m looking forward to getting “back in the 

saddle” in a few weeks. 

God bless you all in the meantime. Grateful to serve our Lord with you ~ Pastor David 

 

Church Staff 
 

David McDonald 
Pastor 

mcdonalddavid2@yahoo.com 
 

Debbie Baue 
Office Administrator 

debbie.cfpcoffice@gmail.com 
 

Fran Johnson 
Financial Administrator 
cfpcfran@bellsouth.net 

 

Khim Nalzaro 
Pianist 

khimnalz@yahoo.com 
 

Church Session 
Ed Donn 

Lamar Harrison 
Megan Little 
Doug Marvel 
Trisha Nebel 
Sharla Smith 

June Antony – Clerk of Session 
 

 Church Deacons 
Jo Beth Briner 
Debbie Butler 

Jim & Joan Clark 
Tammy Foley 

Ronald Jackson 
Retha Haddock – Chair 

 

 Calhoun First Presbyterian 
 P.O. Box 453 / 829 Red Bud Rd 
 Calhoun, GA  30701 
 Phone Number: 706-629-4304 

Website:  www.Calhounfpc.org 
  

Office Hours: 
 

 Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 
 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
  

Wednesday 
 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 

 

mailto:mcdonalddavid2@yahoo.com
mailto:cfpcfran@bellsouth.net
mailto:khimnalz@yahoo.com


 

 

September Birthdays: 

  3 – Ken Greeson 
  4 – Sherry Burgess 
  4 – Judy Greeson 
  4 – Lamar Harrison 
  4 – Elain McDonald 
  6 – Rebecca Foley 
 11 – Bo Burgess 
16 – Cheryl Melis 
21 – Pat Tatham 
 
 

 

 
 

September Anniversaries: 
 

10 – Ed & Sandi Donn (1960) 
26 – Mikeal & Sharla Smith (1992) 
27 – Seth & Andrea Smith (2014) 
28 – John & Nancy McPhearson (2013) 
29 – Randy & Melody Parker (1994) 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Adult Sunday School – Retha Haddock 

Adult Bible Study – Lamar Harrison 

Buildings & Grounds – Jim Clark & Ken Greeson 

Christian Education – Trisha Nebel 

Lydia Circle – Megan Little 

Men of the Church – Jim Clark 

Membership Team – Megan Little 

Missions Team – Doug Marvel 

Personnel Team – Ed Donn 

Sanctuary Choir Director – Khim Nalzaro 

Stewardship & Finance – Lamar Harrison 

Worship – Sharla Smith 

Ushers – Jim Clark 

Warriors of Christ Sunday School – Judy Greeson 

Water Walkers Sunday School – Tammy Foley 

Women of the Church – Fran Johnson 

Voluntary Action Center – Jim & Joan Clark 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday of the Month 
 

We observe the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion and collect our Missions 

Offering on the first Sunday of the 

Month.  

 



   

 
 

MEN OF THE CHURCH 
 

The MOC are collecting items for our annual 

Yard Sale.  The date has not been set but we 

are selling items.  Most of the items have 

been priced.  Church members can shop and 

pay Fran in the office if you see an item that 

you want to purchase.  The funds are used for 

local mission and church projects. 

 

If you have any questions, please call  

Jim Clark (770) 608-5554 or Ken Greeson 

(678) 986-8264. 

 

We also have fresh local honey available to 

purchase in the church office. 

 
*  *  *  *  * 

 

 
Just a reminder that we will continue to 

social distance and wear our masks for the 

safety of all in the sanctuary. We appreciate 

your willingness to help keep all of us safe. If 

you cannot attend in person, please join the 

zoom meeting to worship with us. If you have 

any questions or concerns with our service, 

please let us know. We value your opinion.  

 

September Pulpit Supply 

September 6 – Nancy Bertrand 

September 13 – Jim Fraker 

September 20 – Russ Ritchel 

September 27 – David Autry 
 

 

 
 

Hope this finds everyone well.  This 

is just a reminder that we will NOT 

be serving at VAC until further 

notice.  Food donations are being 

accepted for the food pantry, and 

they continue to do take-out meals.  

Stay safe! 
 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

 

 

The Christian Education Team is 

continuing the search for a teacher 

for the Children’s Sunday School 

Class.  Currently, there are two 

children, one age 4 and one age 6.  

Since we are not providing a nursery 

these days, the younger child has 

been coming to this class.   

 

Also, if anyone has any Bible story 

puzzles suitable for young children, 

please let me know.     
 

Trisha Nebel 

Christian Education Chair 



  

From Pastor David:  This Sunday you will 
experience a new preacher.  Her name is Nancy 
Bertrand.  She is a member of the Beersheba 
congregation.  I served with her on the 
Committee on Ministry of presbytery and found 
her to be a wise, deeply-spiritual, and delightful 
person to work with.  I’m delighted that you will 
be benefiting from her spiritual leadership this 
Sunday.  By the way, she also will be preaching 
on the first Sunday of October. 

You need to know that she had to make special 
arrangements in her life to be here with you 
Sunday to preach and serve communion.  When 
she was asked to do so, she had not been 
commissioned as a Commission Ruling Elder. 
She has been planning for that to be done as 
soon as the Covid 19 virus subsides enough so 
that a crowd could gather for the 
occasion.  When she was informed of our need, 
she contacted Joel Alvis, the Mission 
Coordinator and Stated Clerk for our presbytery 
and worked out with him a Zoom 
commissioning service.  That took place this 
past Saturday and put her in position to help us 
this Sunday. It was that initiative on her part 
that enables her to be here this coming 
Sunday.    

I’m sure you will be blessed by her.   

By the way, Commissioned Ruling Elder is the 
position of ministry that our Bob Butler 
operates out of when he is preaching in another 
presbytery church, as he is doing these days at 
Morton Memorial. 

Her bio follows:  Nancy Bertrand is a retired 
professor of Elementary and Special Education 
from Middle Tennessee State University in 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee.  She and her 
husband, John, moved to the Lafayette area in 
2011. They have one daughter who lives in 
Ooltewah with her husband and twin 
girls.  Nancy is a certified yoga instructor and 
teaches at her church and at the City Club in 
LaFayette.   Her hobbies are reading and 
knitting.  She knits 10 baby hats per month to 
be donated to area hospitals for their 
NICUs.  She is a life-long Presbyterian and is a 
Commissioned Ruling Elder for Cherokee 
Presbytery, having just been commissioned on 
August 29. She and John are members and 
ruling elders of the Beersheba Presbyterian 
Church near Summerville.  

 

 
 
 

The Tuesday morning Bible Study 

group will not be meeting until 

further notice. 
 

*  *  *  *  *

 
 

 

The Water Walkers Sunday School 
class wishes to thank those of you 
who brought food to the church to 

donate to the VAC food pantry! 

*  *  *  *  *

 

The weekly sermons are 

uploaded to the  

church’s website! 

http://www.calhounfpc.org/ 

In addition, recordings of the entire 

worship services are available on CD 

each week for your use.  Please 

contact the church office if you 

would like one. 
 

http://www.calhounfpc.org/


 

 

 

“Press”byterian Newsletter 

articles are due the week of 
 

            Sunday, September 27!! 
 

Please submit articles to  

Debbie Baue 

by email if possible. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

Helping Hands for September 

Ushers: 

Jim Clark 

Joan Clark 

Doug Marvel 

Ronald Jackson 

 

Liturgists: 

Sept 6 – Gay Little 

Sept 13 – Ed Donn 

Sept 20 – June Antony 

Sept 27 – Trisha Nebel 

 

Deacons of the Week: 

Week of August 30 – Tammy Foley 

Week of Sept 6 – Ronald Jackson 

Week of Sept 13 – Jo Beth Briner 

Week of Sept 20 – Jim & Joan Clark 

Week of Sept 27 – Debbie Butler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

• Sandi Donn – In rehab at Encompass Rehab 
Center in Chattanooga 

• Carson Butler – Recovering from surgery 

• David McDonald – Upcoming surgery 
September 3 

• Jim Clark – Undergoing testing for possible 
heart issues 
 

OTHER PRAYER REQUESTS 

• Gary Yeager’s mother’s house burned 
Saturday night. Her and her husband  
got out safely, but the house looks to be a 
total loss. They do have a place to stay. 
Both of them are in their 90's. 

• Family and friends of June Antony in Lake 
Charles, LA – Dealing with devastation 
caused by Hurricane Laura 

• Justin Crutchfield (Tony Judah’s second 
cousin) – Receiving Hospice care for  
an inoperable brain tumor (27 years old) 

• Amy Zajac (Teri Thomas’ daughter) – Hip 
replacement moved to Sept 10 

• President Trump, our leaders and our 
country! 

• Healthcare workers fighting the pandemic! 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 


