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A Note from Pastor David 
Hello First Friends, 

The Session has requested that I utilize this space this month to express needed thanks. 

The first “thanks” goes to Bob Butler. Bob stepped in to volunteer his services to the church at a time 
when the church needed desperately what he had to give, and only he had it to give. With the onset 
of our “sheltering in Place” journey, we had no way for us to connect together for worship. The 
church had no where-with-all to digitally broadcast our services to our members during that time. 
We had no other option than to recommend to our members some other churches to tune into on 
Sundays until we are able to resume sanctuary worship. 

Suddenly, very much out of the blue, Bob communicates to the church’s leadership that he had been 
using ZOOM technology to teach his on-line classes. He generously offers to provide his   ZOOM 
resources for the church to use to broadcast our services to our members. Oh, and by the way, along 
with that he generously offers himself to preach and even put together the worship services.  The 
session acted as quickly to approve Bob’s offer as I have ever seen a session act! 

As a result, for the past fifteen weeks, we have immensely enjoyed worshiping with each other and 
getting to have some fellowship with each other before and after the services.   We have also 
immensely benefitted from being led and fed by Bob through his worship leadership and preaching. 

You need to know that Bob has rendered this service free of charge. Though the session has 
provided him with a substantial love gift on behalf of us all, he has requested nothing. 

I also feel the need to share you with you something else about Bob. In preparation for these fifteen 
weeks of Bob preparing and providing these services, he made it a point to say to me “David, this is 
your church.  We need to do all this in a way that is suitable to you!” I responded by saying “Bob, 
these are your services and you should feel free and encouraged to prepare, present, and lead them 
as you feel comfortable!”  Even so, after each of these services, Bob called me to see what I thought 
about that day’s service.  When I have expressed to Bob my gratitude for his sentiments he just says 
“David, we are all in this together working for the good of our church!”  I say “Amen, and thank you 
Bob for fostering that value”.  As I have said before, I have benefitted greatly being led and fed by 
Bob and now am thankful for our sense of partnership in the gospel. 

Two other people who need to be thanked in connection with the ZOOM operation are Megan and 
Charley Little. They have spent considerable time working with Bob to learn the requirements of the 
ZOOM system and how to adapt it to our worship and fellowship needs.   Each week we noticed a 
remarkable improvement in the broadcasts over the Sunday before. 

The Littles also have begun to educate themselves on the requirements of the live streaming 
technology as we will soon begin transitioning to that system for our broadcasting ventures. 

Let us be thankful for these heroes of our church who have made possible valuable ways for us to 
connect with each other during our long days of intentional restriction.  These ways to connect with 
each other would not have been possible if not for these generous and faithful souls.  A 
 
And, as always, I am thankful and proud to serve with you as your pastor.   
 
Pastor David 
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July Birthdays: 

  2 – Jacob Greeson 
  2 – Lucas Greeson 
  3 – Natalie Mitchell 
  4 – Janet Yeckes 
  9 – Andrea Smith 
  9 – Austin Smith 
13 – Greyson Smith 
17 – Seth Smith 
18 – Michelle Beeler 
21 – Shea Tatham 
22 – Kyle Smith 
25 – Dreama Giles 
26 – Beverly Welch 
31 – Ronald Jackson 

 
 
 

 
 

July Anniversaries: 
 
  4 – Doug & Shirley Marvel (1987) 
13 – Lamar & Cathy Harrison (1974) 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Adult Sunday School – Retha Haddock 

Adult Bible Study – Lamar Harrison 

Buildings & Grounds – Jim Clark & Ken Greeson 

Christian Education – Trisha Nebel 

Lydia Circle – Megan Little 

Men of the Church – Jim Clark 

Membership Team – Megan Little 

Missions Team – Doug Marvel 

Personnel Team – Ed Donn 

Sanctuary Choir Director – Khim Nalzaro 

Stewardship & Finance – Lamar Harrison 

Worship – Sharla Smith 

Ushers – Jim Clark 

Warriors of Christ Sunday School – Judy Greeson 

Water Walkers Sunday School – Tammy Foley 

Women of the Church – Fran Johnson 

Voluntary Action Center – Jim & Joan Clark 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday of the Month 
 

We observe the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
and collect our Missions Offering on the first 
Sunday of the Month.  

 



   

 
 

MEN OF THE CHURCH 
 

The MOC will not be having meetings until further 

notice. 

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

 

 

Lydia Circle is sponsoring our church’s annual Back to 

School Shoe Drive. We will be collecting shoes for 

children in both Gordon County school system and 

City of Calhoun school system during the month of 

July.   

Please bring new children’s shoes to the church during 

the month of July. The shoes will be taken to the VAC 

at the end of July for distribution to the schools.  

Monetary donations can be given in lieu of shoe 

donations.  We will give the money directly to the VAC 

for shoes to be purchased as needed.  Thank you! 

 

 

 
 
Hope this finds everyone well.  This is just a 

reminder that we will NOT be serving at VAC until 

further notice.  Food donations are being accepted 

for the food pantry. Stay home and stay safe. 

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 
 
 
Member Challenge: 
 
How can we get together and stay safely socially 
distanced? What's your idea? Let Megan Little 
know! You can reach Megan at (770) 608-8103 or 
mlittle.dgd@att.net 
 
The Membership Team will meet Wednesday, July 8 
at 5.30pm via Zoom. Megan will email the team with 
additional information. Please contact Megan if you 
wish to join this team. 
 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

 

 

It’s finally here!  Summertime!  Another thing that 

is finally here is the re-opening of the church 

for gatherings - not only for the worship service, 

but also for Sunday School, and other groups who 

are ready to meet in person.  Sunday School classes 

can begin meeting on Sunday, July 5th, but please 

check with your Sunday School teacher to confirm.  

Bible Study will take it a little slower and will not 

convene until the group is ready to meet.  I am still 

looking for a Sunday School teacher to teach the 

children’s class - ages 4 to 7.  If you have an interest 

in teaching, please let me know.  It will be great to 

see everyone – with our masks in place and 

observing social distancing!                



  
 

MISSIONS TEAM 
 
Rosellen Burns called me and said she literally cried 
when she opened the $1,300 from our church for 
Christmas in July. She said that they would be able to 
buy some things they did not think they were going to 
be able to buy. She thanked us over and over! 
 
Love to all and stay safe!  God Bless! 
Joan Clark 
 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

We are grateful that we have returned to the 
sanctuary.  We will continue to social distance and 
appreciate your patience with this new normal.  Our 
hope is to have the choir return to the sanctuary too. 
We miss hearing their voices. We also want to thank 
Megan and Charley Little for being our technology 
experts during this time.  They are working hard to get 
our services online. We look forward to seeing you 
back in the sanctuary.  
 

July Pulpit Supply 

July 5th- David Autry 

July 12th- Russ Ritchel 

July 19th- Jim Fraker 

July 26th- Steven Pearson 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Tuesday morning Bible Study group will not be 

meeting until further notice. 

 

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 
 

LYDIA CIRCLE 
 

No meeting this month. 

 



 

 

 

The weekly sermons are uploaded 

to the church’s website! 

http://www.calhounfpc.org/ 

In addition, recordings of the entire worship services 

are available on CD each week for your use.  Please 

contact the church office if you would like one. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

“Press”byterian Newsletter 

articles due the week of 

 

                          Sunday, July 26!! 

 

Please submit articles to Debbie Baue 

by email if possible. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Let’s Pray For… 

 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

• Jim Clark – Hospitalized at Gordon Hospital  
   w/pneumonia 

• Vern Grinnell – Fell twice last week; broken  
   shoulder, cut on forehead, severe pain in  
   hip and elbow 

 
OTHER PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

• Family of Zulman Guzman (Rafael’s sister) –  
   Passed away 

• Lyle Ledford, 33 years old, married with a  
   new born baby, fighting an advanced  
   case of oral cancer. 

• Keylon Woodward (Grandson of a member of  
   Grays Chapel AME Church choir) –  
   Burned with 2nd and 3rd degree burns in a  
   kitchen fire; needs skin grafts 

• Libby Joa (Wife of the pastor of our Hispanic  
   group) – Suffers from bad knee trouble 

• April Driscoll (John & Suzanne’s niece) –  
   Skateboard accident; two broken bones 
   and a dislocation 

• Tom Barnes (Sue Van Buren’s brother-in- 
   law) – Prayers are appreciated for Tom  
   and family.  His chemo & radiation  
   treatments begin July 6 at Cartersville Hope  
   Center. 

• President Trump, our leaders and our country! 

• Healthcare workers fighting the pandemic! 
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