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A Note from Pastor David 

 
Hello First Friends, 

I am writing this letter for our March newsletter on Shrove Tuesday. Tomorrow will be 
Ash Wednesday, which signals the beginning of the Lenten season.  

For the Christian church, this season has become a time to focus more intently on our 
spiritual life. For many Christians, Lent is intended to be experienced as a somber 
season. I have trouble with making lent too somber. Greater meaning for me is simply 
locking in on making Lent a more intense than usual focus on spiritual matters; going 
deeper, so to speak.  

Instead of their annual Mardi Gras party (which this year rang the bell on ten years), 
Lydia Circle has offered something new to help our church mark the beginning of 
Lent. Under the leadership of their president, Megan Little, they provided a tasty 
French themed dinner, a viewing of the movie "The Beauty and the Beast", and some 
comments by Megan connecting the themes of that movie to our Christian experience. 
She explained how we are spiritual beasts as we keep sinning. She provided each of us 
a rose that we were to take home, keep in a prominent place throughout Lent, and do a 
weird thing – watch it die! Doing that will remind us of how sin in our lives and evil in 
our world leads to levels of death.  

I understand that Lydia Circle will follow up during the lent season by sending us 
occasional thoughts and materials to prompt and guide us to think further about the 
beauty (Christ) and the beast (our sinful natures). 

I asked Megan to place one of her roses in the front of our sanctuary this past Sunday 
to be left there until Easter. The presence of that rose can prompt us to reflect on the 
many ways in which our beastly (sinful) aspects might be gradually removing the good 
life in us. Take a look at the withering rose every Sunday and notice the signs of 
dying. Think about your own relationship with Christ, and ask the Holy Spirit to help 
you see what might be dying in your spiritual life. 

I think it would great if somehow our church would create and implement an annual 
event to help us officially follow the Lent lead during the season of Lent. I can visualize 
the church choosing a Lent devotional guide for all of us to use to help us go deeper 
into the scriptures and facets of Christian living.  That way we can experience the 
lessons of Lent together! 

Lydia Circle’s new effort ties nicely into something that I introduced to the 
congregation earlier in the year – personal spiritual renewal as one of our pursuits 
together during 2020. God just keeps bringing things together. I want to thank Lydia 
Circle, especially Megan, for envisioning a spiritual renewal "season" to help us be 
renewed. 

I pray that God blesses you and all yours with His grace measured out perfectly! 

Pastor David 
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March Birthdays: 

  4 – Amber Marvel 
  5 – Martha Hooper 
  5 – Natalie Parker 
  9 – Pat Grinnell 
10 – Debbie Butler 
17 – Sam Hughes 
26 – Robert Baue 
30 – Ray Albee 
31 – Megan Little 

 
 
 

 
 

March Anniversaries: 
 

 20 – Gene & Brenda Simmons 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Adult Sunday School – Retha Haddock 

Adult Bible Study – Lamar Harrison 

Buildings & Grounds – Jim Clark & Ken Greeson 

Christian Education – Trisha Nebel 

Lydia Circle – Megan Little 

Men of the Church – Jim Clark 

Membership Team – Megan Little 

Missions Team – Doug Marvel 

Personnel Team – Ed Donn 

Sanctuary Choir Director – Khim Nalzaro 

Stewardship & Finance – Lamar Harrison 

Worship – Sharla Smith 

Ushers – Jim Clark 

Warriors of Christ Sunday School – Judy Greeson 

Water Walkers Sunday School – Tammy Foley 

Women of the Church – Fran Johnson 

Voluntary Action Center – Jim & Joan Clark 

 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday of the Month 
 

We observe the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
and collect our Missions Offering on the first 
Sunday of the Month.  

 



   

 
 

MEN OF THE CHURCH 
 

The MOC delivered roses to church members who are 

widows, shut-ins, Morning Pointe residents, and office 

staff.  Thanks to the men who helped deliver. 

 

We had our regular monthly meeting on February 20.  

We finalized plans for our Shrove Tuesday pancake 

dinner.  The Episcopal church will be our guests.  We 

plan to set up the clothing racks and tables for Little 

Lambs consignment sale on Tuesday, March 10 at  

4:00 PM.  Volunteers are needed for set up and take 

down on Saturday, March 14 at 12:45 PM.  We voted to 

donate $250 to the church’s benevolent fund. 

 

The annual MOC BBQ has been scheduled for 

Saturday, May 9. Please mark your calendars! 

 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday, March 19 at 

5:30 PM.  All men are invited. 

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

The weekly sermons are uploaded to the 

church’s website! 

http://www.calhounfpc.org/ 

In addition, recordings of the entire worship services 

are available on CD each week for your use.  Please 

contact the church office if you would like one. 

 

 
 
We served about 80 people at VAC on February 26.  
They enjoyed BBQ which we had purchased through 
Ken Greeson’s lodge. It was delicious. We had lots of 
wonderful volunteers!!  They are doing a lot of 
construction to the building at VAC, and we’re all 
anxious to see how it’s all going to look when they 
are finished!  The feeding process will be very 
different. Our March meal will be served on March 
25 and we will probably be serving pinto beans and 
trimmings. OUR APRIL VAC MEAL HAS BEEN 
CHANGED TO APRIL 8! All volunteers please mark 
your calendars!  We would love to see you at VAC. 
Come join us!  It’s always a true blessing!  We have 
fun too!  
 
Food Lion Pick-up (March 21) – Jim & Joan Clark 
 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH / WORK GROUP 

The cookbooks are coming in a few weeks!! 
 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

 
 

 

This month our Scout pack will have the pinewood 
derby and will be helping at Coulter Hampton Day.  
They also will be going to Medieval Times Dinner & 
Tournament in Atlanta! 
 
Thank you for supporting this group!  

 

http://www.calhounfpc.org/


  

 

All are invited to join us in Bible Study. We are a 

group of learners attempting to better understand the 

message of God to us through scripture with the 

presence of the Holy Spirit. 
 

We share our thoughts of what the Scripture says to us 

openly and without criticism. We pray for each other 

and others on our list, sharing actual experiences of 

blessings and answers to prayer. We also have Bible 

quizzes and a little humor, which enhances our 

camaraderie. You will feel welcomed and comfortable 

with us.  
 

Please join us if you are available on Tuesday mornings 

at 10:00 AM. 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

 
 

LYDIA CIRCLE 

 
Little Lambs Children’s Consignment Sale 

March 13 & 14, 2020 
Spread the word!  Accepting consignors now!! 

Volunteers needed! 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday 
Contact Retha Haddock for more details. 

 
Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday, March 10 @6:00 PM 
We will finish setting up for Little Lambs. 

 
*  *  *  *  * 

 

 
 

The Mission Team will be meeting on Thursday,  
March 5 @5:45 PM. We will be discussing the 
budgeted funds and vote on how to distribute these 
funds among our current missions for 2020. We would 
also like to welcome the Girl Scout Troup #11. 
 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP TEAM 
 
We had our regular monthly meeting on Thursday, 
February 6.  Itchin’ 2 Stitch ladies craft group will 
meet on Saturday, March 21 @9:00.  All ladies of 
the church are welcome!  Our next 5th Sunday 
Potluck Breakfast is set for Sunday, March 29.  
Please bring a dish to share and come enjoy good 
food and fellowship with your church family!  
Diners’ Club will meet up again on Saturday, 
March 21 @6:00.  Please mark your calendar! 
 
Member Challenge:  
1. Join in - attend something new this month 
(Sunday school, Bible study, VAC... just check out 
the calendar). 
2. Spread the word - invite a friend or family 
member to join you at your something new, or 
even just for church.  Ask a member of our team 
for ideas of how to spread the word. 
 
The team’s next meeting will be held on Thursday, 
March 5 @5:30.  All are invited to join this team! 

 
 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

 

The Christian Education Team met at the church 

on Thursday, February 13, 2020.  We have 

received a request for a new Sunday School Class 

for several children ages 4 to 6 years old.  If 

anyone would be willing to teach this class and/or 

team teaching with another, please let Trisha 

Nebel know.  We would like to get this class 

organized in time to observe Easter. 



 

 

Helping Hands for March 

Ushers: 

Jim Clark 

Joan Clark 

Doug Marvel 

Gloria Brown 
 

Liturgists: 

March 1 – Trisha Nebel 

March 8 – Ed Donn 

March 15 – Bob Smith 

March 22 – Bob Butler 

March 29 – June Antony  
 

Sound System Operators: 

March 1 – Tony Judah 

March 8 – Bob Smith 

March 15 – Tony Judah 

March 22 – Megan Little 

March 29 – Charley Little 
 

Money Counters: 

March 1 – Ken Greeson / Sharla Smith 

March 8 – Lamar Harrison / Peggy Smith 

March 15 – Ed Donn / Judy Greeson 

March 22 – Doug Marvel / Mikeal Smith 

March 29 – Trisha Nebel / Martha Ann Haley 
 

Children’s Church: 

March 1 – Jo Beth Briner 

March 8 – Melody Parker 

March 15 – Tammy Foley 

March 22 – Jo Beth Briner 

March 29 – Melody Parker 
 

Deacons of the Week: 

Week of March 1 – Debbie Butler 

Week of March 8 – Jim & Joan Clark 

Week of March 15 – Tammy Foley 

Week of March 22 – Ronald Jackson 

Week of March 29 – Jo Beth Briner 
 

Refreshment Providers: 

March 1 – David & Frances McDonald 

March 8 – Cheryl Melis 

March 15 – Samantha & Robert Mitchell 

March 22 – Trisha Nebel 

March 29 – Melody Parker 
 

Communion Servers: 

 Debbie Butler Sharla Smith 

 Shawn Keeter Mikeal Smith 

 Cathy Keeter Gay Little 

  Jim Clark 

 

 

 

 
 

Let’s Pray For… 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

David McDonald – Undergoing chemo treatments 
Gay Little – Gall bladder surgery Monday, March 2 
Sam Hughes – Recovering from hospitalization 
 

OTHER PRAYER REQUESTS 
Rita Rogers (Brenda Simmons’ and Sandra Ledford’s  
   sister-in-law) - needs a liver transplant; waiting to be  
   put on the list 
Carolyn Casey’s Uncle Phillip passed away  
   (suicide – age 73) 
The Hayes Family (Chad, Brandi, and Connor – age 4) 
   Connor’s recent diagnosis and pending treatment plan 
Tami Pass’ sister Sarah and family are living in  
   Singapore. They have had to take special precautions  
   due to the coronavirus.  
Marilyn Roberts (Janet Yeckes’ friend) – Fell and  
   fractured leg 
Betty Bolen (Friend of Lamar & Cathy Harrison) –  
   Broken hip 

 
 “Press”byterian Newsletter 

Deadline for Articles 

 

                       Sunday, March 29 

 

Please submit articles to Debbie Baue 

by email if possible. 

 

 

 


