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A Note from Pastor David 

 
Hello First Friends, 

Wow! Another year gone. Finished. Behind us. To be left behind. 

Before we turn loose of 2019, let's take a glance back to gain some perspective on it. 
You will remember my recent letter in which I included a list of highlights that took 
place during the year. One development I failed to mention is very important. We got 
to know each other better through another year of worshiping and serving together. 
Our relationships need time to "mature" into trusting and committed friendships and 
partnerships. On that count, the more I get to know you the more I am thankful for 
you.  

The big question, as we turn each year, is "What lies ahead?" Every new year offers 
both its knowns and its unknowns.   

As a family of faith, we do know some things to expect in 2020. We expect to continue 
worshiping, witnessing, and serving together, and to keep learning how to do all that 
with more effectiveness.  We want to bring "our best" to Christ in each of those areas 
of our church life. That's the intention of the Christian life. We constantly become 
better Christians and better worshipers, witnesses, and servants.  

Among other things, we look forward to getting to know our new Hispanic friends. We 
also anticipate seeing God continue to bless our efforts at reaching out to bring new 
people into our midst, producing new friends in Christ and partners in our ministry. 

January's worship is intended to be determinative for the rest of the year. On the first 
two Sundays, according to the order of the church year, the services will focus on 
Epiphany and the baptism of Christ. Those two Sundays will prepare us for the third 
and fourth Sundays of January and the new year.  On the third Sunday we will declare 
2020 as "The Year of the Invitation", and the fourth Sunday will feature what is 
intended to become an annual January event --"Dedication Sunday", during which we 
will dedicate ourselves to Christ and His will for the coming year. 

Frances and I look forward to spending another year with you as Christ gives us the 
responsibility of making this year count for Him and the joy of sensing that Christ is 
doing some significant "kingdom stuff" in and through us. 2020 promises to be a year 
to remember. With God's help, let's make it so! 

As always, I am thankful and privileged to be your friend and pastor. 

Pastor David 
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January Birthdays: 

  1 – Sandi Donn 
  1 – Robert Mitchell 
  5 – Jessica Thomason 
  7 – Gloria Brown 
12 – Bill Giles 
16 – Kim Fraker 
22 – Jim Clark 
28 – Suzanne Driscoll 
 
 

 

 
 
 

January Anniversaries: 
 

                    None known 
  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Adult Sunday School – Retha Haddock 

Adult Bible Study – Lamar Harrison 

Buildings & Grounds –  

Christian Education –  

Lydia Circle – Megan Little 

Men of the Church – Jim Clark 

Membership Team –  

Missions Team –  

Personnel Team – Ed Donn 

Sanctuary Choir Director – Khim Nalzaro 

Stewardship & Finance – Lamar Harrison 

Worship –  

Ushers – Jim Clark 

Warriors of Christ Sunday School – Judy Greeson 

Water Walkers Sunday School – Tammy Foley 

Women of the Church – Fran Johnson 

VAC – Jim & Joan Clark 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday of the Month 

 
We observe the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion and collect our Missions 
Offering on the first Sunday of the 
Month.  

 



   

 
 

MEN OF THE CHURCH 
 

The MOC did not meet in December, but we had our 

annual Yankee Trader Dinner on Sunday, December 8.  

A good time was had by all.  We had 44 participants.  

The food was prepared by Charley Little, Shawn Keeter, 

and Roger Peace.  A special thanks to the cooks for a 

delicious meal and to Bob Butler who was our MC. 

 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday, January 16 at 

5:30 PM.  All men are invited! 

 

We have a fresh batch of local honey for sale along with 

sorghum syrup! 

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

 

The Missions team would like to thank everyone for 

their help this year with our mission projects.  We are 

looking forward to missions that God will lead us to in 

2020! 

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

 

The weekly sermons are uploaded to the 

church’s website! 

http://www.calhounfpc.org/ 

In addition, recordings of the entire worship services 

are available on CD each week for your use.  Please 

contact the church office if you would like one. 

 

 
We fed 118 people a delicious Christmas dinner at 
VAC on December 11. They had chicken and 
dressing and all the trimmings. We had no food left 
over, but everyone got fed. It was a merry time for 
all of us. I want to thank all the volunteers who come 
to help us at VAC so faithfully! I would name you, 
but I’m afraid I might leave someone out. You know 
who you are and your generous spirit is heart-
warming. Our next meal will be served on 
Wednesday, January 22. We will serve hot dogs, 
beans, chips, tea and desserts. Would love to see you 
there. The Mission Team wants to thank everyone 
for your financial help, prayers and thoughts as we 
enter our ninth year of this mission.  
 
Food Lion Pick-up (Jan. 18) – Lamar & Ronald 
 

 *  *  *  *  * 

 

BENEVOLENCE FUND 

The Committee over "The Benevolence Fund" 
would like to update the congregation on how many 
families have been helped with the donated funds 
given by a member of CFPC. 

The Benevolence Fund was established the 
beginning of 2017, with a donation of $10,000.  
Each year since, this member has continued to  
contribute funds to start the new year with a 
$10,000 balance.  Below is a summary of how 
many families this fund has helped in 
Calhoun/Gordon County. 

   2017 - 36 families helped 
   2018 - 38 families helped 
   2019 - 76 families so far this year with one pending 

We as a church are truly blessed to be able to have 
this fund and help so many families in need, with 
clothes, food, power, rent, glasses. We work closely 
with the Calhoun/Gordon County School Advocates 
to ensure no child goes hungry or sleeps on the 
street, as well as elderly and young families 
struggling to make ends meet due to sickness, 
and/or loss of jobs.  We also have the Charity 
Tracker on Fran's computer to keep track of these 
individuals. 

A big thank you to Fran Johnson for doing all the 

paperwork, interviews, and compiling all of the 

information needed for the committee to make a 

decision. 

While we are limited in what we can do, we as a 

church are truly blessed. 

Gloria Brown, Judy Greeson, Lamar Harrison 

Committee Members 

 

 

 

http://www.calhounfpc.org/


  

 

All are invited to join us in Bible Study. We are a 

group of learners attempting to better understand the 

message of God to us through scripture with the 

presence of the Holy Spirit. 
 

We share our thoughts of what the Scripture says to us 

openly and without criticism. We pray for each other 

and others on our list, sharing actual experiences of 

blessings and answers to prayer. We also have Bible 

quizzes and a little humor, which enhances our 

camaraderie. You will feel welcomed and comfortable 

with us.  
 

Please join us if you are available on Tuesday mornings 

at 10:00 AM. 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

 
 

LYDIA CIRCLE 
 
Happy New Year!  
 
It's time to kick off our new calendar. This month 
Lydia Circle is hosting a breakfast for our local Youth 
Leadership group. Then, next month we start with the 
big, fun events! In February we'll be hosting our 10th 
annual dinner celebration. Since it's a big 10-year 
celebration, we have something fantastic coming your 
way. More details will come soon, but be prepared to 
celebrate our congregation and the amazing sacrifice of 
Jesus's death. May you have a wonderful start to this 
new year.  
 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP TEAM 
 

2019 was a busy year for our team!   
 
Let’s reminisce a bit…  
 
We had some really good 5th Sunday breakfasts!   
 
Our Facebook page and website has gone to new 
heights! We currently have 66 followers on 
Facebook and have reached over 3,000 people!!  
We are able to advertise events, post Bible verses, 
and share information with both our church 
membership AND local community!   
 
Our ONE CALL NOW communication system has 
been a big success with the addition of the daily 
scripture and encouragement to pray.  
 
Brent Vernon, a very talented young man, 
entertained us with music and song.  Hopefully we 
can have him return!  
 
The Driscolls, the Butlers and Fran hosted us for a 
progressive dinner.  It was very well attended and 
quite delicious!   
 
We have new updated church brochures and 
folders to hand out to first-time visitors. 
 
Lots of new plans are in the making for visitations 
in 2020.  
 
We lost two members of our team:  Connie Connell 
and Roma Melton.  We know where they are and 
we will miss them greatly!  We also know that we 
will see them again one day!  
 
Let’s continue to grow!!  The LORD has truly 
blessed us with new members!   
 

 

 



 

 

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH/WORK GROUP will 
be collecting recipes for a new cookbook!! 
It will be ready for Mother’s Day. Please gather your 
recipes and give them to one of the committee 
members; they will be published in the new cookbook.  
We need your help to make this event successful! 

Our end-of-year Christmas Dinner was a huge success!   
Many thanks to David Burton for catering this event. 

Our first meeting in 2020 will be January 7 at 11:00 AM 
following Bible Study.  Lunch will be served. 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

Helping Hands for January 

Ushers: 

Ken Greeson 

Judy Greeson 

Bill Giles 

Jim Clark 
 

Liturgists: 

TBD 
 

Sound System Operators: 

TBD 
 

Money Counters: 

TBD 
 

Children’s Church: 

January 5 – Jo Beth Briner 

January 12 – Melody Parker 

January 19 – Tammy Foley 

January 26 – Jo Beth Briner 
 

Deacons of the Week: 

Week of December 29 – Debbie Butler 

Week of January 5 – Jo Beth Briner 

Week of January 12 – Retha Haddock 

Week of January 19 – Debbie Butler 

Week of January 26 – Jim & Joan Clark 
 

Refreshment Providers: 

January 5 – Ron Jackson 

January 12 – Ronald Jackson 

January 19 – Fran Johnson 

January 26 – Tony & Anne Judah 
 

Communion Servers: 

TBD 

 

 

 
 

Let’s Pray For… 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR MEMBERS 
Elaine McDonald, Joan Clark, Rebecca Foley, 
Mary Lynn Corby, Sandi Donn 
 
OTHER PRAYER REQUESTS 
David Parker (Randy’s brother) – Diagnosed with  
   Lou Gehrig’s Disease 
Bob Lichy (Love the Children-Haiti) – Hit by  
   pick-up truck; several broken bones 
Timmy Murphy (Ron Jackson’s cousin) –  
   Stroke; in rehab 
Family of Jimmy Gee – Passed away 
 
PRAY FOR OUR SHUT-IN MEMBER 
Pat Glasser – Worsening dementia  
   (Morning Pointe) 
 

“Press”byterian Newsletter 

Deadline for Articles 

 

                       Sunday, January 26 

 

Please submit articles to Debbie Baue 

by email if possible. 

 

Thank you!  

 
 
 

 


